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Background 

•  There is an increasing amount of 
research underpinning information 
retrieval for systematic reviews, health 
technology assessments and evidence 
synthesis. 

•  The identification of the current best 
practice methods is challenging. 



Objectives 

  Summarized Research in Information 
Retrieval for HTA (SuRe Info) aims to 
develop and present an open web based 
resource which: 

  identifies and summarises information 
retrieval methods publications. 

  provides guidance on sources to search and 
designing search strategies. 



Methods 

  A group of information specialists have; 

  defined the topic areas for the website 

  written a “how-to” manual to develop each 
topic area into a chapter. 
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Crea,ng	  SuRe	  Info	  	  
-‐	  an	  overview	  

•  We	  run	  topic-‐specific	  search	  strategies	  in	  selected	  
relevant	  databases	  

•  PublicaDons	  fulfilling	  the	  SuRe	  Info	  inclusion	  criteria	  
receive	  a	  structured	  abstract	  containing	  a	  brief	  
criDcal	  appraisal	  (“publicaDon	  appraisal”)	  

•  The	  key	  messages	  from	  the	  appraisals	  are	  
summarized	  into	  topic-‐specific	  chapters	  



SuRe	  Info	  chapters	  	  

1.	  Chapters	  on	  general	  search	  methods	  common	  across	  all	  
health	  technologies:	  

•  Sources	  to	  search	  
•  Designing	  search	  strategies	  	  
•  Peer	  reviewing	  search	  strategies	  
•  DocumenDng	  and	  reporDng	  the	  search	  process	  



SuRe	  Info	  chapters	  -‐	  con,nued	  

2.	  Chapters	  describing	  the	  methods	  to	  use	  when	  searching	  
for	  specific	  aspects	  of	  health	  technologies:	  

•  Health	  problem	  and	  current	  use	  of	  technology	  

•  DescripDon	  and	  technical	  characterisDcs	  of	  technology	  

•  Safety	  
•  DiagnosDc	  accuracy	  

•  Clinical	  effecDveness	  

•  Costs	  and	  economic	  evaluaDon	  
•  Ethical	  analysis	  

•  OrganizaDonal	  aspects	  

•  Social	  aspects	  

•  Legal	  aspects	  



Iden,fying	  research	  evidence	  

•  ExisDng	  evidence-‐based	  resources	  

•  Chapter	  specific	  searches	  in	  selected	  
relevant	  databases	  

•  Hand-‐searching	  relevant	  journals	  

•  Other	  sources,	  such	  as	  personal	  
reference	  collecDons	  and	  relevant	  
websites	  



SuRe	  Info	  inclusion	  criteria	  

1.  The	  research	  quesDon	  is	  relevant	  to	  informaDon	  retrieval	  for	  
HTA	  and	  the	  SuRe	  Info	  chapter	  in	  which	  it	  is	  to	  be	  included.	  	  

2.  The	  publicaDon	  provides	  latest	  evidence	  on	  a	  specific	  
methodological	  issue.	  	  

3.  The	  publicaDon	  includes	  research	  findings	  of	  a	  completed	  
scienDfic	  study	  (including	  reviews,	  evidence	  syntheses	  and	  
theses).	  

4.  The	  publicaDon	  describes	  the	  scienDfic	  methods	  used	  in	  the	  
study.	  	  

5.  The	  results	  of	  the	  publicaDon	  are	  generalizable	  or	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
usable	  to	  other	  HTA	  informaDon	  specialists	  or	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
transferable	  to	  other	  projects	  or	  studies.	  

Complete	  list	  of	  inclusion	  criteria:	  
hdp://vortal.htai.org/?q=about/sure-‐info	  	  



Included	  publica,ons	  receive	  	  
a	  publica,on	  appraisal	  

TEMPLATE	  
•  Full	  reference	  
•  Names	  of	  the	  reviewers	  

•  Short	  descripDon	  of	  the	  study	  
•  LimitaDons	  stated	  by	  the	  study	  author(s)	  

•  LimitaDons	  stated	  by	  the	  reviewers	  

•  SuRe	  Info	  keywords	  
•  Study	  type	  
•  Related	  SuRe	  Info	  chapters	  
•  Supplemental	  publicaDons	  to	  the	  study	  

•  Comments	  from	  the	  study	  author(s)	  





Key	  messages	  from	  the	  appraisals	  	  
are	  summarized	  into	  a	  chapter	  



References	  listed	  at	  the	  end	  of	  each	  
chapter	  are	  linked	  to	  the	  appraisals	  



SuRe	  Info	  is	  published	  as	  	  
part	  of	  the	  HTAi	  Vortal	  

www.sure-info.org 



Future	  plans	  

•  Invite	  more	  people	  with	  appropriate	  content	  
experDse	  to	  be	  involved	  in	  the	  project	  

•  Complete	  all	  SuRe	  Info	  chapters	  mid-‐2015	  

•  ConDnue	  updaDng	  all	  chapters	  twice	  a	  year	  
•  Carry	  out	  targeted	  markeDng	  of	  the	  web	  resource	  



Summary	  	  

SuRe	  Info:	  

•  is	  an	  open-‐access	  web	  resource	  (www.sure-‐info.org)	  	  
•  idenDfies	  and	  summarizes	  current	  informaDon	  
retrieval	  methods	  papers	  	  

•  offers	  brief	  chapters	  that	  provide	  quick	  overviews	  of	  
major	  issues	  in	  informaDon	  retrieval	  

•  seeks	  to	  help	  informaDon	  specialists	  and	  researchers	  
stay	  up-‐to-‐date	  in	  the	  latest	  developments	  in	  the	  
field	  


